REMARKS 

UPON    A 

PAMPHLET. 

ENTITLED, 

A  fhort  VIEW  of  the  5tate  of  Af- 
fairs, with  relation  to  Great  'Brt- 
tatn  for  Four  Years  paft. 


^A 


London:  Printed  for  N.  B  l  a  n  d  f  o  r  n,  at  the 
Lomi(?i-Gaz:ette,  Charivfr-Crofs ;  and  Sold  by  J. 
Roberts    in  Wawjick-Law.     Mdc c xr.x. 


3,0  30.^63 


^c?f/  .  nSo  .  hb5 


SOME 

REMARKS,  ^c. 


THERE  has  lately  appear'd  a  Pamphlet  en- 
titled, J  Jbort  View  of  the  State  of  Jffairs, 
&c.  which  for  theSubftance  of  it,  very  lit- 
tle delerve;  our  Confideration ;  but  never- 
thelefs,  I  think  myfelf  oblig'd  to  take  fome  Notice 
of  it,  becaufe  it  is  publiili'd  by  Authority.  (  I 
mean,  by  Mr.  Francklin.) 

The  true  Occafion  of  this  6ook  appears  to  be  the 
late  Treaty  of  Peace ;  but,  as  tlwre  was  not  a  great 
deal  to  be  faid  againft  it,  it  was  thought  proper  to 
enlarge  the  Subjecl,  by  tacking  to  it  fome  of  thofe 
Arguments  which  have  for  fome  Years  empioy'd  iis, 
notwithftanding  they  have  been  already  fufficiently 
anfwer'd. 

It  would  be  unnecelTajy  for  me  to  examine  into  the 
Caufe  of  the  //eww<i-Treaty,  or  to  give  Reafons  for 
our  refufing  the  fole  Mediatorfliip,  and  for  entering 
into  the  Hancier-TvidXy ;  becaufe  thefe  have  been 
already  fet   in  a  clear   Light  by  the  Author  of  the 

Enquiry and  I  am  certain  that,  if  alter  the  Con- 

femon  of  the  King  of  Spain\  own  Minifters,  after 
hi;,  iatc  Majt;fty's  Affirmacion  of  it,  and  after  Co  ma- 
ny Circumftances,  which  were  fufficient,  without 
farther  Grounds,  to  fatisfy  any  realbnable  Man :  I 
Tay,  if,  after  all  this  there  iure  fome,  that  citlicr  do 
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not,  or  will  not  believe,  that  the  Emperor  and  Spain 
had  enter'd  into    Engagements   prejudicial   to  the 
Peace  of  Europe,  thole  Perfons  are  not  to   be  con- 
vinc'd  hy  any  Means  in  Nature. 

Tlie  Gentleman  is  extremely  willing  to  blame  the 
Miniltry  of  Great-Britain^  for  having  concluded  the 
Treaty  at  Hanover,  and  no-body  isfurprized  at  him 
for  it ;  but  we  may  very  well  be  aftonifli'd  that  he 
Ihouldexpofehimfelf  fomuch,  as  to  find  Fault  with 
us  for  making  an  Alliance  in  Oppofition  to  a  formi- 
dable one,  already  in  being  againll  us How  much 

loever  he  may  be  difpleas'd  that  the  Nation  has  by 
that  Means  preferv'd  itfelf  from  Ruin;  yet  I  think 
'\'^  would  be  more  for  his  Intereft  to  conceal  his  Un- 
eafinefs. 

As  for  the  Expence  of  our  Three  Squadrons,  the 
Patience  we  exercis'd  in  the  Aft'air  of  Gibraltar  and 
the  Spithead-Expedmon,  which  he  ridicules  fo  much, 
the  Succefs  they  have  all  had  is  a  Proof  of  their  Ne- 
ceflity,  or  at  leaft  it  is  fo  far  a  Proof  of  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  prefent  Admimftration,  that  leaves  no 

Room  for  them  to  be  found  Fault  with. And  let 

any  Man  aufwer  me  this  Qj.ieftion,  Whether,  in  all 
Probability,  we  could  have  terminated  our  Difte- 
rences  fo  foon,  and  whethei-  our  Expence  had  not 
been  greater,  if  we  had  gone  to  War?  It  certainly 
would  ;  we  fhould  have  lolt  more  Men  in  one  Battle, 
and  we  Ihould  have  fpent  more  Money  in  one  Year, 
than  this  Aflair,  tho'  fo  very  tedious,  has  coft  us  all 
this  while. 

W^hen  Gentlemen  feem  to  be  furpriz-'dat  the  Time 
that  our  Negotiations  have  taken  up,  tiiey  greatly 
betray  their  Ignorance  in  Aftairs  of  that  Nature. 
They  are  much  miftaken,  if  they  think  a  Treaty  rs 
made  with  as  much  Eafe  and  Expedition  as  a  Trea- 
fenable  Libel,  or  a  Craft/man. 

I  cannot 
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I  cannot  help  thinking  that  he  has  afted  very  ricii- 
culoufly,  in  blamini?  the  Government  for  publishing 
a  Pamphlet  call'd,  O'jfew at i :71s  upon  the  late  treaty  of 
Seville  ;  not  only  becaufe  he  fliews  by  finding  p'ault 
with  thefe  Ids  material  Circumftances,  that  he  is  at  a 
Lofs  for  fomcthing  to  blame,  but  bccau/e  in  reality 
they  could  not  have  done  any  Thing  more  obliging. 

He  makes  a  very  extraordinary  AfTertion,  which 
is  this,  That  we  have  Jiratn'd  the  Tre.itj'  to  a  Scnfe 
uhich  the  JVcrds  will  riot  hear,  and  could  not  pojpbly  be  in  ■ 
tetided  by  the  contraHiy^g  Parties.  By  this  lie  either 
pretends  to  know  more  of  a  Tranfiidtion  in  which  he 
had  no  Hand  than  th.ofe  who  tranfac^ted  it,  which  is 
impudent  and  abfurd  ;  or  elfe  he  muft  confefs  w  hat 
he  will  not  care  to  own,  that  he  carries  on  a  Corref- 
pondence  with  the  Miniflcrs  abroad. 

The  Author  at  lait,  after  having  taken  up  22  Pages 
about  Things  either  trifling  or  entirly  foreign  to  the 
Purpole,  begins  to  confider  this  new  Treaty.  The 
firft  Thing  he  takes  Notice  of,  is  the  fecuring  the 
Succeffion  of  Don  Carlos  to  the  Dutchies  of  Tuftany^ 
Parma  and  Placcntia.  He  fays,  he  is  very  much  fur- 
prized  that  our  Miniflers  fhoiild  fo  fuddenly  alrcr 
their  Opinions,  and  now  be  the  moft  forward  in  the 
Quarrel  of  a  Perfon,  whom  they  rcprelentcd  but  a 
fliort  Time  paft  to  be  a  Bugbear  to  all  Europe. 

This  very  Circumflance  is  fufficient  to  convimce 
any  unprejudic'd  Perfon,  that  this  Gentleman  either 
wants  common  Honcfly  or  common  Scnfc.  Don  Car- 
los was  never  laid  to  be  that  terrible  Man  on  Account 
of  this  Succeffion.  It  was  not  the  PoHcfTion  of  a 
finall  Traft  of  Land  in  Italy  that  would  have  made 
him  univerfal  Monarch.  It  was  an  Alliance  he  had 
entcr'd  into  with  the  Emperor,  in  Confequcnce  of 
%\hich  he  was  to  marry  the  cldell  Arch-Dutciiefs  to 
be  Heir  to  the  ^^'Hjlrian  Dominions,  andconfei]uently 
to  be  Emperor.  It  was  the  Profpedt  he  had  of  he 
coming  King  of  Spain,  his  elder  Brother  bei^ig  very 

un- 


unhealthy  ;  and  it  was  the  Probability  of  his  being 
King  of  France^  if  the  prefent  King  had  died,  (he 
then  having  no  Son.)  All  which  was  certainly  fuf- 
ficientto  give  us  feme  Uneafinefs. 

But  the  Cafe  is  alter'd.  The  Alliance  between  the 
"Emperor  and  .S/>.iiw  is  fortunately  broke,  he  is  not  to 
marry  the  Arch-Dutchefs,  and  will  confequently 
have  no  Inrcreft  in  the  Empire.  His  elder  Brother 
is  now  grown  healthy,  and  is  marry 'd ;  and  the  King 
of  Frahce  has  three  or  four  Children  :  So  that  now, 
inftead  of  its  being  likely  that  Don  Carlos  fhould  be 
Emperor  of  Germany^  King  of  Spain^  and  King  of 
Frame  at  one  and  the  fame  Time;  if  it  were  not  for 
thefe  Italian  Dominions,  it  is  very  improbable  that 
he  would  ever  have  a  Foot  of  Land  in  the  World. 

And  after  this,  I  fubmit  it  to  the  Judgment  of  any 
one,  whether  it  is  fair,  jult  or  honourable,  to  blame 
our  Minifters  for  altering  their  Opinion  when  the 
Face  of  Aftairs  is  fo  wonderfully  chang'd 

But,  before  I  leave  this  Head,  we  will  confider 
what  we  have  done  in  this  new  Treaty  to  give  the 
Ev,peror  any  Caufe  for  being  angry  with  us.  We 
have  now  done  no  more  than  he  himfelf  did  by  the 
Quadruple  Alliance.  He  confented  to  the  fettling 
Don  Cartoi  in  [tah\,  in  the  very  fame  Countries  ;  and 
in  order  to  fccnre  them  to  him,  he  agreed  that  the 
chief  Fortreflcs  fhould  be  garrifon'd  with  the  fame 
Number  of  Troops.  The  only  Difference  is,  that 
Spain  having  good  Reafon  to  doubt  the  Emperor's 
Sincerity,- do  not  think  themfelves  fo  fecure  with 
Neutral  Troops  (which  they  were  to  have  been)  as 
with  a  Body  of  Soldiers  of  their  own  Country. 

And  therefore,  as  the  Diticrence  is  fo  fraall,  and 
what  Difference  there  is,  is  calculated  only  for  the 
Performance  of  a  Thing,  which  he  has  pretended  to 
be  as  xealousforasourfelves,  he  cannot  oppofe  it  with- 
out declariiig  publickly,  that  he  engaged  to  do  what 
be  never  dehgn'd  to  perform. 

And 
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And  if  the  Emperor  has  little  Reafon  to  complain* 
fb  I  am  fure  we  have  very  little,  fince  we  by  this 
Means  fave  the  Payment  of  Two  Thoufand  of  tho(c 
Neutral  Troops,  which  we  were  before  oblig'd  to 
maintain. 

As  for  the  Confequence  of  the  Peace,  I  cannot  pre- 
tend to  affert  pofitively  that  the  Ewpercr  will  not  go 
to  War  about  it :  But,  according  to  all  human  Pro- 
bability he  will  not,  becaufe  he  cannot  have  any  law- 
ful Pretence  for  it ;  and  that  he  really  has  no  great 
Prolpeft  of  Succels. 

But,  fuppofing  we  were  fure  of  a  War  with  the 
Emperor^  I  cannot  €o  far  agree  with  our  Gentleman,  as 
to  think  that  a  War  with  him  would  be  more  bur- 
thenfbme  and  imprafticable  to  us  than  a  War  with 
Spain,  it  was  always  my  Opinion,  and  it  has  been 
generally  underllood  to  be  that  of  the  whole  Nation, 
that  we  are  better  able  to  bear  any  Expence  when  we 
have  the  Afliftancc  of  a  beneficial  Trade  to  help  us, 
than  when  we  draw  all  that  we  fpend  from  aTreafure 
which  receives  no  Encreafe.  In  fhort,  a  Man  that 
denies  this  may  as  well  affert,  that  a  Veffel  that  leaks 
at  the  Bottom,  tho'  it  is  continually  replenifh'd  at 
the  Top,  will  empty  itfelf  fboner  than  another  Vef- 
lel  which  has  the  Leak,  but  not  the  Liquor  tofuppiy 
it. 

The  fecond  remarkable  Particular  which  he  has 
taken  Notice  of  is  the  Affair  of  Gibraltar  and  Port- 
MahoTJ.  And  Upon  my  Confciencc,  I  don't  fee  how 
thofe  important  Places  could  be  better  fecur'd  to  U5. 
Had  the  King  of  Spaiti  made  the  moft  formal  aiui 
cxprefs  Rcnuntiation  of  them,  they  would  not  have 
been  confirm'd  to  us  any  othervvife  than  by  a  Treaty ; 
and  that  they  now  are  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht. 
Whatever  Objeftion  can  be  made  to  the  Validity 
of  fuch  a  ConcefTion,  will  be  equally  an  Objecftion  to 
the  Validity  of  any  Treaty  that  ever  was  made  from 
the  Beginning  of  the  World  to  this  Time,  or  Can  be 
«Tcr  inadc  hereafter.  C  As 
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.  As  for  his  Jeluitical Quibble  concerning  the  Diffe- 
rence between  the  V^'ords  Pojfejjions  ayiA  Kingdoms^ 
States  and  Dominions  under  our  Ohediencey  it  is  too  mean 
to  be  anfwer'd  ;  and  I  am  fare,  very  inconfiftent  with 
the  Rank  which  he  bears  in  the  World,  and  more 
{6  with  his  Profeflions  of  Sincerity  andHonefty. 

But  Gihrs.har  is  not  only  confirm'd  to  U5  by  the 
Treaty  of  Utrechty  but  is  gnaranty'd  to  us  together 
with  all  other  Territories  which  belong  to  us  by 
France,  and  even  by  the  King  of  Spain  himlelf. 

The  fecond  Point  relates  to  the  Reftitution  and 
Reparation  which  is  obtain'd  by  this  Treaty  to  our 
Merchants.  He  pretends  there  is  no  Hopes  of  Sa- 
tisfaction at  all>,  fince  thefe  Enquiries  are  to  laft 
three  Years  ;  and  tliat  fince  tlie  King  of  Spain's 
Lofles  inthe  Year  1718,  are  to  be  confider'd,  and 
that  ther'e^s  a  Poffibility  they  may  be  made  to  over- 
balance the  Rferchants  Accompfs,  he  concludeis  it 
Ivill  be  fo.  V   ;•  '  '■.:  i   "   '  .'  '      '"jji 

It  were  to  "b^  wifh'd,  indeed,  t^t  it  were  .p^fli-; 
ble  to  adjuit  Diucrenccs  of  this  Nature  in  a  Mp-, 
ment ;  but  fuch  Affairs  muft  always  take  up  a  great 
deal  of  Time.  Vouchers  and  Witnefles  muft  go. 
backwards,  and  forwards,  not  only  from  Englan/ibi^ 
from  America  ;  bur  however,  I  have  not  oblerv'd. 
any  Article  in  the  Treaty  to  prevent  the  fettUj^^the^ 
Things  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done-  ■    '*  f.'i 

And  after, all,  would  any  Man.  fay  it  were  juft  to 
deny  theKing  Qr^yf<t;«  Liberty  of  examining  into  his, 
Lcfies,  if  he  thinks  he  has  had  any  ?  Ornotto  g^ye 
him  the  Satisfaction  of  feeing  whether  oui'  Meiv, 
chants  have  repreftnted  their  Damage  fairly.?  We  j 
all  know  that  many  of  them  have  carry'd  onanup-^ 
lawful  Tr-ade,  ana  coiifcqueiitly  were  lawfully  j(ei/.'d^^- 
and  in  that  Cafe,  would  It  be  rcafbnable  for  tlje.^. 
King  of  iS^^iw  to  make  Reftitution  ?  '.",    -.'- 

Thefe  are  all  the  moft  material  Ohje£tions  ^hiclv  . 
have  been  made  againft  the  Treaty  i  and  I  really 

believe 
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believe  the  Body  of  the  People  will  not  think  *J-,at 
they  are  fuflficient  to  hinder  us  from  calling  it  vfxJx 
Reafon,  a  juft,  an  honourable,  and  an  advantage- 
ous Peace. 

It  is  jttj}^  becaufe  we  have  talcen  all  reafbuable 
Methods  to  oljtain  Reparations  for  the  Loffcs  of  the 
Merchants;  honourable^  becaufe  we  have  enter'd  into 
no  Engagements  but  what  are  agreeable  to  Juftice,  to 
former  Treaties,  to  the  Intcreft  of  £"«^/^«^ and  Advan- 
tage of  Evrojie  in  general,  by  fettling  that  Ballauceof 
Power,  which  is  Ibabfolutelyneceflary  for  the, Safety 
of  every  Kingdom.  And  laftly ,  it  is  advantageous^  be- 
caufe itpreferves,  and  confirms  to  us  thofe  PofTeilions 
which  we  efteem  moft  valuable ;  it  reftores  our  Trade, 
which  was  before  in  a  bad  Condition,  and  will  in  all 
Probability  prevent  a  long  and  bloody  War,  of  which 
no  Man  could  have  forefcen  the  Confequcnce. 

And  now,  fmoe  difcontertted  |»erfon!>  will  find  Fault 
with  this,  (tho'  by  the  By,  the  moft  violant  of  their 
Party  have  publickly  confefs'd  it  was  as  good  a  oiie  as 
the  Circumltances  of  our  Affairs  could  admit  of)  let 
thofe  Men  form  a  Treaty  juft  as  they  would  have"  it, 
and  publifh  it  to  the  World,  we  fhould  then  be  con- 
vinc'd  of  their  Capacity  for  publickBufmefs,  and  the 
Conditionthe  Nation  would  be  in,  if  they  could  obtain 
their  Defires. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  cannot  but  take  Notice  of  the 
Fidelity  of  a  certain  Power,  whicli  has  been  ftiame- 
fully  ufed  in  the  moft  publick  Manner.  From  the 
whole  Beginning  of  this  unfortunate  Bufincfs  they 
have  been  as  hearty  in  our  Caufc  as  we  would  have 
been  ourfclvcs.  Upon  the  Sige  of  Gibraltar  thzy  oi- 
fer'd  to  declare  War  immediately;  but  the  Prelimina- 
ries being  then  forming,  our  Miniftcrs  were  unwilling 
to  have  it  lye  upon  their  Confciencc";,  that  they  had 
engaged  in  Blood  whilft  there  was  Hopes  of  Peace; 
and  not  long  ago  they  agreed  with  us  to  do  it  in  a  /ery 
ihort  Time,  had  not  the  happy  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace  prevented  it.  They 
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Xley  have  conftantly  been  at  a  prodigious  Expence. 
jjnf»  at  a  moderate  Computation,  they  have  annual 
J»  exceeded  upon  this  Account,  above  1,500,000!. 

And  yet,  after  all  this  Charge,  they  have  agreed 
to  this  Treaty,  without  obtaining  for  themlelves  any 
other  Benefit  than  that  of  preventing  a  War,  and  efta- 
blilhing  Quiet  once  more  in  Europe. 

To  conclude.  Notwithftanding  the  Difcontent  of 
(bme  few  in  this  Kingdom  at  this  Peace,  in  all  other 
Countries  they  are  amazed  that  it  fhould  come  out  fb 
much  to  our  Ad  vantage;  and  every  Body  isofOpinion, 
that  no  other  Potentate  in  Enrols  has  gained  from  it  as 
ourfelves. 


FINIS. 


